
372

Cooperation and concentration have frequently been urged
as affording a means of reducing the burden ; these sug-

gestions, however, have not been generally adopted, though
there is abundant evidence that a change of opinion is

gradually growing and that many of the smaller schools

are already considering the possibility of freeing themselves
from the expense of maintaining laboratories and dis-

secting rooms.
In every state of transition some hardship is experi-

enced and it can scarcely be expected that concentration
can be effected without protest from those who fear loss

of occupation during the period of waiting for promotion
to hospital appointments. This anxiety is, we believe,
based on misapprehension. Development is not confined

to the earlier branches of medicine, it has been making
rapid strides in connexion with clinical work and it

is more than probable that in the near future every

hospital will be found able to supply numerous junior
appointments for those who desire occupation and oppor-
tunity of demonstrating their powers of teaching or of

prosecuting original research. Meanwhile the complete
separation of King’s College from King’s College Hospital
in this formation of two new faculties must be regarded as
a bold move at the present juncture, since the result must
be that each faculty must be self-supporting. The expenses
of the clinical faculty are comparatively small but in the
absence of endowment the faculty for preliminary and inter-
mediate subjects can only be maintained by a process of

concentration. It is evident that the Council of King’s
College believes that this concentration will be favoured

by the step that has been taken. Whether this is only a

preliminary step to an increased connexion between the

College and the University of London remains to be seen.

Annotations.

THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF MEDICINE,
LISBON, 1906.

" Ne quid nimis."

A MEETING of the national committee of Great Britain
and Ireland of the Fifteenth International Congress of

Medicine to be held at Lisbon from April 19th to 26th, 1906,
was held at the rooms of the Medical Society of London
on Feb, 3rd. There were present, amongst others, Dr.
F. W. Pavy (president of the national committee), Sir

William S. Church, Sir Dyce Duckworth, Dr. D. Ferrier,
Dr. J. F. Gordon Dill, Dr. H. Radcliffe Crocker, Dr.

Boyd B. Joll, Mr. W. H. H. Jessop, and the honorary
secretaries, Dr. Clive Riviere and Mr. D’Arcy Power. It

was announced that the following gentlemen had under-
taken to act as 

" rapporteurs" 
" at the forthcoming

Congress, as it was the wish of the Lisbon committee to

make the "rapports" a special feature of the meeting :
Dr. Stanley B. Atkinson, honorary secretary of the Medico-
Legal Society and barrister-at-law, Spontaneous and Criminal
Abortion in its Medico-Legal Aspect ; Dr. A. K. Chalmers,
medical officer of health of the city of Glasgow, the

Administrative Control and the Technique of Public Dis-

infection ; Mr. E. Treacher Collins, Ocular Tuberculosis ; -,
Dr. Ferrier, the Nature and Pathological Physiology of

Tabes ; Mr. K. W. Goadby, lecturer on bacteriology at the
National Dental Hospital, the Treatment of Pyorrhoea

Alveolaris; Dr. G. L. Gulland, the Classification, Origin,
and Probable Role of Leucocytes, Mastzellen, and Plasma
Cells ; Dr. F. W. Mott, Cerebral Lesions in Psychoses of
Toxic Origin ; Mr. D’Arcy Power, Recent Advances in the
Surgery of the Arteries and Veins ; Dr. G. F. Still, the

Spastic Affections of Childhood, their Classification and Patho,
geny; Dr. J. F. Sutherland, Deputy Commissioner in Lunacy
for Scotland, the Prophylaxis and Treatment of Habitual

Criminals ; and Mr. C. E. West, chief assistant in the aural
department at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, Study of the

Eleptogenous Action of Foreign Bodies in the Ear and of
Post-nasal Growths. The subjects for the " rapports were
selected in every case by the executive committee at

Lisbon. Sir Patrick Manson will open a discussion on

Tropical Medicine. A letter was read from Messrs. Cook
and Son containing a proposition to charter a first-class

passenger ship to convey visitors to and from Lisbon, calling
at Corunna, Vigo, and Oporto, and acting as a floating hotel
during the Congress week. The suggestion was approved by
the committee but Messrs. Cook and Son were desired to
ascertain the exact position of the anchorage in the Tagus in
order that inquiries might be made locally as to its suitability
both from the point of view of the hygienic surroundings
and of distance from the seat of the meetings of the

Congress. Letters were read from Dr. J. C. Ogilvie Will
and from Dr. F. J. Sutherland giving the results of certain
inquiries which they had made in regard to the housing of
those who did not wish to go by sea and to remain on the
boat. It appeared from these inquiries that rooms could
now be obtained at a moderate price at Netto’s Hotel,
Cintra, about 40 minutes by train from Lisbon. The hotel is
well spoken of and the proprietor says that at present he
has 16 bedrooms, most of which can be used by two persons.
It appears imperative, therefore, that those who intend to go
to the Congress and do not wish to depend on the efforts of
the local committee to obtain lodgings should at once take
the opportunity of reserving rooms. Delay is likely to lead
to the same disastrous consequences as at Madrid.

"THE CAUSE AND PREVENTION OF

APPENDICITIS."

UNDER this heading there appears in the Nineteenth

Centttry for January an article which professes to have

solved the problem of the etiology of appendicitis.
The author of this communication strongly denounces the

use of "Hungarian waters, aperient salts, and liver pills."
He then remarks : " It is natural to ask what have aperient
waters and salts to do with appendicitis ? To that a very
true answer is that the action of saline purgatives is to
cause a flow of water through the intestinal canal. This

passes off quickly, but alas! it leaves the solid portions to
accumulate in the csecum at the right side, near the

appendix, where the small intestine ends and the large one
commences. The solid portions left in the colon become
more and more putrid, cause obstruction, and infect the

appendix." The meaning of the above sentences is some-
what ambiguous but we conclude that it is intended to

convey the idea that those individuals who habitually take
laxatives to insure an action of the bowels are liable to

fsecal collections in the caecum which produce inflamma-
tion of the mucous membrane of the bowel and so cause

appendicitis. We venture to express an emphatic opinion that
there is no basis for this statement either on pathological
or clinical grounds. Any practitioner who has had ex-

perience in the post-mortem room knows that the contents
of the small intestine are liquid and it is not until the colon
is reached that the fsecal matters become solid. It is most

unusual to find solid fsecal accumulations in the caecum;

yet this condition is distinctly implied in the remarks which


